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Rick’s	Oilfield	Services	
LSD:	09-32-058-19	W5M	
AER	FIS#:	TBD	
EDGE#:	00447377	
Daily	Situational	Report		
2025-11-12	
WEATHER	

Ground	conditions	soft	and	muddy	with	partial	snow	cover.	Temperatures	were	-4	0C	warming	
to	30C	with	clear	sunny	skies	throughout	the	day.		
OPERATIONS	REPORT	
1.	Day	Operations		

• Met	with	Rapid	Response	and	Greenfire	personnel	onsite	to	discuss	the	activities	to	
date	and	the	next	planned	activities	for	the	remainder	of	the	operational	period.		

• The	impacted	food	cache	located	at	2.9	km	downstream	of	the	POE	was	remediated.	
Approximately	10%	of	the	food	cache	was	removed,	the	impacted	materials	were	
placed	in	tote	bags.		

o The	tote	bags	were	transported	by	airboat	to	a	location	downstream	of	the	
POE	where	they	could	be	managed	from	the	shoreline	with	heavy	equipment.		

o The	tote	bags	were	then	transported	to	onsite	bins	for	temporary	storage	prior	
to	disposal.		

• The	hard	containment	boom	was	adjusted	at	the	POE	to	capture	as	much	product	as	
possible	during	instream	works	while	directing	product	to	recovery	locations.		

o A	drum	skimmer	is	installed	within	the	hard	containment	boom	and	was	used	
to	recover	free	product	and	heavy	sheen	released	during	bitumen	removal	
activities	at	the	POE.		

• Additional	resources	were	mobilized	to	site	including	roll	off	bins,	turbidity	curtain,	
and	oil	snares.		

• An	excavator	continued	to	remove	bitumen	at	the	POE,	the	excavator	was	winched	
down	to	matting	using	a	winch	cat.			

o Product	was	pulled	to	the	shoreline	with	the	excavator	where	it	was	loaded	
into	roll	off	containment	bins	for	disposal.	

o Roll	of	bins	were	transported	to	Clean	Harbours	Ryley	for	disposal	throughout	
the	day.		

• Hand	skimming	was	completed	throughout	the	impacted	area	downstream	of	the	
POE.	The	recovered	product	and	emulsified	sheen	were	placed	in	buckets.				

• Sunken	bitumen	was	recovered	from	along	the	shoreline	and	within	the	river	by	
labour	crews	downstream	of	the	POE.		

o The	shoreline	was	cleaned	first	to	remove	any	residual	bitumen	and	then	
crews	worked	into	the	water	removing	as	much	of	the	impacts	as	possible.	
Care	was	taken	to	work	on	previously	cleaned	surfaces	as	much	as	possible	to	
prevent	driving	product	into	the	substrate.		

o Product	was	removed	using	rakes,	shovels	and	pitchforks.	
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o The	bitumen	retains	most	of	its	form	during	recovery	and	is	being	immediately	
placed	into	heavy	poly	bags	then	transferred	to	lined	1	m3	tote	bag	or	placed	
directly	into	1	m3	tote	bags.		

• Labor	crews	were	transported	by	airboat	downstream	of	the	confluence	and	spaced	
out	along	the	shoreline.	The	crews	completed	assessment	and	recovery	of	visible	
bitumen	along	the	shoreline.	Crews	continued	working	between	850	m	downstream	
and	worked	to	a	maximum	distance	of	5.4	km	today.		

o Recovered	product	and	impacted	material	was	placed	in	poly	bags.	The	poly	
bags	were	transferred	to	1	m3	tote	bags	located	on	the	airboats.	The	totes	were	
then	transported	back	to	an	area	with	appropriate	access	for	removal.		

• Tote	bags	were	half	filled	with	impacted	material	and	recovered	bitumen	then	
transported	from	the	shoreline	to	a	roll	off	bin	onsite.		

o Totes	are	half	filled	as	a	precautionary	measure	against	ripping	as	they	need	to	
be	transported	to	the	roll	of	bin	via	skidsteer.	

• An	underwater	camera	was	used	to	complete	a	preliminary	substrate	assessment	to	
look	for	sunken	bitumen.	The	assessment	was	completed	starting	at	the	POE	outside	
of	the	containment	boom	working	downstream.	Some	evidence	of	sunken	bitumen	
was	encountered	during	the	assessment.	Assessment	was	limited	due	to	the	turbidity	
of	the	watercourse.		

• Water	samples	were	collected	from	6	locations.		
o One	upstream	for	background	control.	
o Three	within	the	visibly	affected	area.	
o Two	downstream.	

• A	downstream	foot	assessment	continued	along	the	watercourse.	The	assessment	is	
being	completed	at	each	bridge	crossing	along	the	watercourse.	The	shoreline	was	
walked	500	m	upstream	and	downstream	of	each	crossing	along	both	banks.		

o The	assessment	started	at	Elk	Point	(150	km	downstream)	working	upstream	
to	the	Shandro	Bridge	crossing	(	54	km	downstream).	The	remaining	bridge	at	
Metis	Crossing	will	be	completed	tomorrow.	No	impacts	have	been	observed	to	
date.		

• A	wildlife	biologist	and	fisheries	biologist	were	on	site	throughout	the	day	with	no	
reported	fish	or	wildlife	issues.		

o Beaver	food	cache	removal	and	replacement	was	completed	under	the	
guidance	and	supervision	of	the	biologists.		

• Two	deceased	geese	were	discovered	floating	from	upstream	of	the	spill	area.		
o The	geese	were	collected	by	the	onsite	biologist	to	prevent	them	becoming	

caught	within	the	containment	boom.		
o No	signs	of	bitumen	were	noted,	the	geese	show	no	signs	of	injury.		
o Approval	from	Alberta	Environment	and	Parks	was	granted	to	dispose	of	the	

deceased	geese.			
ENVIRONMENTAL	REPORT	
Air	Quality	

• Ambient	air	monitoring	using	personal	monitors	continued	throughout	the	day	with	no	
elevated	readings	(LEL,	H2S,	O2,	CO).	
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Soil	Sampling	

• No	soil	samples	were	collected	today.	

Sediment	Sampling	

• No	sediment	samples	were	collected	today.	

Water	Sampling		

• Collected	6	surface	water	samples	today.	
• SW03	will	be	analysed	for	BTEX,	F1-F4.	The	remaining	samples	will	be	placed	on	hold.			

Wildlife	Management	

• Wildlife	deterrents	have	been	placed	along	the	bank.		
• 24-hour	operations	within	the	work	area	are	acting	as	the	main	deterrent	for	wildlife.		
• The	wildlife	research	permit	for	the	site	is:	Permit	#25-015.	
• The	aquatics	research	and	collection	licence	for	the	site	is:	RL-PAAS	25-5005.	

Wildlife	Observations	for	Today	

Common	Names	 Scientific	Names	
Location	of	
Observations	

Number	of	
Observations	

Blue	Winged	Teal	 Spatula	discors	 Flying	overhead	 3	
Canada	Goose	 Branta	canadensis	 Flying	

overhead/floating	in	
river	upstream	of	BL1	
near	south	bank	

5	alive	*2	
deceased	

Common	Raven	 Corvus	corax	 Flying	overhead	 3	
Mallard	 Anas	platyrhynchos	 Flying	overhead	 4	

North	American	Beaver	 Castor	canadensis	 At	beaver	lodge	#4	 2	
Muskrat	 Ondatra	zibethicus	 At	beaver	lodge	#4	 1	

Blue	Winged	Teal	 Spatula	discors	 Flying	overhead	 3	
	

	
*	The	deceased	geese	were	found	coming	from	upstream	of	the	release	site.	There	was	no	sign	of	bitumen	
impact	on	the	geese.		
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WASTE	TRACKING	

**Please	note	disposal	volumes	are	estimated	and	will	be	reconciled	once	disposal	load	reports	are	received**	
	

Waste	Stream	 Volume	
(m3)	

Disposal	
Location	

LSD	 Waste	
Approval	
Number	

Impacted	Fluid	 	 	 	 	
Fluid	Recovery	 0	 	 	 	
Total	Fluid	Volume	 0	 	 	 	
Total	Project	Volume	 0	 	 	 	
Hydrovac	Slurry	 Volume	

(m3)	
	 	 	

Hydrovac	Slurry	 0	 	 	 	
Total	Hydrovac	Slurry	 0	 	 	 	
	 Totes	 	 	 	
Daily		 18	 Stored	on	Site	 	 	
Total	Project	 85	 	 	 	
Impacted	Soil/Sediment		 Volume	

(kg)	
	 	 	

Daily	Impacted	Soil/Sediment	
Transferred	to	Bin	

35,000	 Stored	on	Site	 	 	

Landfill	 Volume	
(kg)	

	 	 	

Impacted	Soil/Sediment	
Transported	to	Disposal	

75,000	 Clean	Harbours	
Ryley	

	 	

Total	Impacted	Soil	Transported	
to	Disposal	

313,990	 Clean	Harbours	
Ryley	

	 	

COMMUNICATIONS	
• Updates	were	completed	with	Greenfire.	
• AER	representatives	were	onsite	to	complete	site	tours.		
• AER	approved	suspending	water	sampling	unless	there	is	a	future	release	or	a	site	

condition	that	dictates	resuming	sampling.		
• AEPA	was	informed	about	the	deceased	Canada	Geese	found	upstream	of	the	release	

site.	Approval	to	dispose	of	the	geese	was	granted.		
PLANNED	ACTIVITIES	
1. Next	Activities	

• Continue	removal	of	impacts	along	the	shoreline	downstream	of	the	confluence.	
• Install	and	adjust	containment	measures	as	required.		
• Recover	product	and	emulsified	sheen	with	a	drum	skimmer.		
• Continue	recovery	of	sunken	oil.		
• Continue	removal	impacted	beaver	food	caches.	
• Additional	soil	and	sediment	impact	delineation.		
• Continue	surface	water	sampling.	
• Install	sunken	oil	detection	systems	downstream.	
• Complete	additional	underwater	camera	work	to	identify	bitumen.		
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2. Future	Considerations	
• Replacement	of	sediment	curtain.	
• Complete	an	underwater	drone	and	bathymetry	assessment	of	the	impacted	reach	of	

the	watercourse	to	better	understand	depositional	areas	for	the	bitumen.		
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Photograph	1:	Overview	of	POE	prior	to	submerged	bitumen	removal.	

 

Photograph	2:	Overview	of	POE	currently.	
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 Photograph	3:	Overview	of	POE	and	containment	boom.	 	

 

Photograph	4:	View	of	crews	working	on	submerged	bitumen	recovery.		
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Photograph	5:	View	of	bitumen	along	shoreline	during	cleanup	activities.	

 	

Photograph	6:	View	of	bitumen	along	shoreline	following	cleanup	activites.	
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Photograph	7:	View	of	crews	recovering	submerged	bitumen,	facing	south.	

 	

Photograph	8:	View	of	shoreline	cleanup	activities,	facing	west.	
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Photograph	9:	View	of	bitumen	along	shoreline	before	cleanup	activities.	

 	

Photograph	10:	View	of	bitumen	along	shoreline	following	cleanup	activities.	
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Photograph	11:	View	of	Beaver	feed	cache	1	on	November	7th	prior	to	remediation.	

 	

Photograph	12:	View	of	Beaver	feed	cache	1	post	remediation	and	feed	replacement.	


